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1. INTRODUCTION

MAP has been in communication with organisations working on Koh Phra Thong prior to and post the tsunami of December 2004.  MAP is now interested in conducting projects on the island concerning conservation of the mangroves and increasing environmental awareness among the village communities.    

1.1 Purpose of visit

MAP was asked to assist Naucrates (a turtle conservation group working on Koh Pra Thong) with a study on local fishing practises, local views on turtle conservation and knowledge on the illegal turtle egg and meat trade.  MAP used the time spent with the villagers during the study to determine whether any future projects could be conducted on the island and to become familiarised with the people living there.

1.2  Location

Koh Phra Thong is located in Phang Nga Province on the Andaman Coast.  The island contains a variety of habitats including mangrove, savanna and swamp forests.  The original inhabitants are the Moklen people who are decendents of the Moken (sea gypsies) but Thai, Chinese and more recently Burmese people have now also settled on the island. The island consists of three main villages, which are Tha Pae Yoi, Thung Dap and Pak Chok.  Thung Dap suffered major destruction from the 2004 tsunami and Pak Chok was completely destroyed.  Tha Pae Yoi was sheltered from the wave and experienced flooding but limited damage to property.  Pak Chok has been completely rebuit but at the time of the visit no people had moved back.  

1.3 Outline of visit

The study was conducted in the villages of Tha Pae Yoi and Thung Dap.  Five days were spent in Tha Pae Yoi, the largest village on the island where 20 informal interviews were carried out.  Fishermen and other villagers not active in fishing were interviewed by means of an informal discussion.  The school was visited and a meeting with the headmaster took place.  The idea of conducting a mangrove education day was discussed along with arranging a drawing competition for entry into the 2008 MAP Children’s Art Calendar.  Three days were then spent in Thung Dap.  The village is much smaller and mainly consists of Moklen as the other people have been reluctant to return to the island after the tsunami.  Informal interviews were carried out in the same way as in Tha Pae Yoi. 

2. POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE WORK

The village communities are very different and so the potential for future work varies within each.  There is also the new village of Pak Chok to consider but this will need to be accessed on a future visit when the people have moved in and become settled.  During the visit three organisations showed a strong interest in working alongside MAP in future projects.    

2.1 The villages

Tha Pae Yoi

There appears to be minimal conservation measures being carried out actively by the community.  There is also little motivation from the older generation to initiate community led programmes and they believe attention should be focussed on educating school children as it will be their responsibility in the future to preserve the environment within which they live.  There is a need to improve natural resource management and MAP could participate in this process in the following ways:

· Formation of a mangrove curriculum to be taught in the school on a long term basis – an educational day has been arranged for 8 March.  MAP will take the children into the mangrove and carry out some interative activities to increase awareness of the ecosystem ecology and human impacts.  This will allow the children’s ability to be accessed so that the mangrove curriculum can be adapted appropriately to suit the children’s level of understanding.

· Work towards diversifying livelihoods of fishermen to reduce dependency on squid

· Conservation of mangrove ecosystem - ………………………

Thung Dap

Although the population of Thung Dap is much smaller the people appear much more proactive in safeguarding the surrounding environment.  The practise of mangrove restoration has been well established by the Moklen who understand the importance of preserving the surrounding ecosystems.  They utilise a lot more of the resources from the mangrove than the people of Tha Pae Yoi and use sustainable, traditional practices.  Thus there is little need to provide a mangrove education programme in the village. …………

2.2 Organisations MAP can collaborate with

North Andaman Tsunami Relief (NATR)

NATR have trained local people in sustainable tourism and also helped to initiate community led conservation and environmental management.  The organisation also funds an English teacher in Thung Dap.  There is the potential for MAP to work alongside NATR in mangrove restoration projects and environmental education in Tha Pae Yoi.  However, NATR are currently planning to close down their operations and hand over their projects to independent local based groups.  

Naucrates

The turtle conservation organisation been working on the island for 10 years.  The organisation carries out research and turtle nest protection from December to March based at Golden Buddha Beach Resort on the north-west of the island.  They have carried out educational programmes in Tha Pae Yoi on turtle conservation.  They also work on mangrove restoration and MAP has previously given a small grant to assist with post-tsunami mangrove restoration near to the resort.    

TSF Seagrass Research Project

There is currently a research and conservation project being carried out in the canal to the east of Tha Pae Yoi.  A no-fishing zone has been designated in order to help the sea grass ecosystem fully recover from the post-tsnunami damage and over-harvesting of crustaceans and molluscs.  Some education work has been conducted in the school on seagrass and future work is planned. 

2.3 Funding

MAP will seek funding in the form of grants initially to support educational projects.

3. CONCLUSION

The visit allowed MAP to gain an insight into the environmental, social and economic situation that exists on Koh Phra Thong.  It allowed the villagers to become familiarised with the organisation so that future work may be easier to implement in terms of community cooperation.  Areas in which MAP could work in the future were identified and a mangrove educational day arranged.  It was noted that there are currently a lot of aid and conservation organisations working on Koh Phra Thong.  There is the potential for confusion and overlapping of work to occur.  MAP can help to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of future work on the island by communicating and collaborating with the different organisations and helping to interlink projects where a common goal such as improving environmental awareness exists.   
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