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Dear Friend,
I am writing to you regarding the work of the Mangrove Action Project. I want to encourage you to support the work we are doing, which both keeps you informed on important issues and helps give voice to the struggles of traditional coastal people in developing nations.  We at MAP are working mainly as volunteers for this worldwide network and we can see firsthand that our efforts are paying off in raised awareness, concerted actions towards accountability and finding sustainable solutions which are eco-friendly, socially equitable, and economically sound.  Nevertheless, we still have a long way to go.

Mangrove Action Project Needs Your Help!

Mangrove Forest Wetlands Disappearing at an Alarming Rate

Mangrove forests are one of the most productive and biodiverse wetlands on earth. Yet these unique coastal tropical forests are among the most threatened habitats in the world. They may be disappearing more quickly than inland tropical rainforests – so far, with little public awareness. 

Growing in the intertidal areas and estuary mouths between land and sea, mangroves provide critical habitat for a diverse marine and terrestrial flora and fauna. Healthy mangrove forests are key to a healthy marine ecology, which is essential for the healthy wild fisheries which millions of coastal residents depend upon for their lives and livelihoods. 
However, in many areas of the world, mangrove deforestation is contributing to rapid fisheries declines, degradation of clean water supplies, salinization of coastal soils, erosion, and land subsidence, as well as the release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. In fact, mangrove forests fix more carbon dioxide per unit area than phytoplankton in tropical oceans.

The Founding of Mangrove Action Project

Witnessing firsthand the rapid devastation of the world’s mangrove forest wetlands and their associated coastal ecosystems, the founders of the Mangrove Action Project (MAP) decided in 1992 that it was time to form a global network to save the mangroves. 

MAP has grown steadily during the past 15 years to become a respected member of the global environmental movement. MAP's international network has grown to include over 450 NGOs and 300 scientists and academics from 60 nations. 

In recent years, MAP has transformed from a network and advocacy-focused organization into one still involved in advocacy, but with programs and activities on the ground, supported through local offices in Thailand and Indonesia, as well as a developing office in Brazil. MAP’s proactive five-pronged approach to long-term mangrove conservation involves education, advocacy, collaboration, conservation and restoration, and sustainable community-based development.



· Clearinghouse/ Network/ Advocacy

MAP was the only “"whistleblower” back in 1992 that brought the mangrove loss / shrimp farm expansion issue to international attention. MAP’s early and ongoing work on this, as well as other unsustainable development issues, has inspired a global movement. Though it is well known that mangroves can act as important buffers against hurricanes and storm surges, following the tsunami of December 2004, MAP was one of the first to point to widespread mangrove loss and degradation as a potential contributing factor to extensive loss of human life and property. Its call to restore the protective greenbelt buffers that healthy mangrove forests provide was heard widely and has been adopted as policy by governments and international institutions alike.

MAP provides four essential services to grassroots groups and proponents of mangrove conservation:

1) Coordination of a unique international NGO network and information clearinghouse on mangrove forests; 

2) Promotion of public awareness of mangrove forest issues; 

3) Development of technical and financial support for local NGO projects in the global South; and 
4) Education in the developed nations about the basic needs and struggles of Southern coastal fishing and farming communities affected by the consumer demands of the wealthy nations.
5) Production of a biweekly electronic news bulletin, MAP News, action alerts, and published articles, and participation in public forums and presentations, all of which have helped to establish international links and action-oriented plans.
· In the Hands of the Fishers (IHOF) Workshops

Designed to reach and serve NGOs and village leaders from around the globe, facilitating experience sharing and networking, the workshops provide a venue for learning about sustainable methods of mangrove use and new ways to safely and effectively add to the economic freedom of coastal peoples. Since 1999, MAP has led ten regional IHOF workshops, involving three or more countries each, in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

· Coastal Community Resource Centers

Where ongoing education and environmental actions can take place, MAP advises and sometimes co-manages mangrove resource centers in Sri Lanka, India, Cambodia, Thailand, Senegal, Nigeria and Indonesia. MAP is currently developing or planning other CCRCs in Asia and Latin America. These centers act as demonstration sites for community-based coastal resource management, as well as education and research centers located in key places, serving as regional “nodes” for global networking between these centers.

· Mangrove Education Curriculum

A resource for teachers and students to learn how mangroves function and explore mangrove forests, the 300-page “Marvelous Mangroves in the Cayman Islands” was developed for the Caribbean region in 1998 and linked to the local Cayman Islands curriculum. It has since been adapted for the English-speaking Colombian Caribbean islands of San Andres and Old Providence, translated into Spanish and adapted for use in Honduras and Guatemala, and translated into Sinhala and integrated into the Sri Lanka national science curriculum. Demand for the mangrove curriculum continues to grow throughout the world, and it is currently being adapted in Portuguese for Brazil.

· MAP’s “Toolkit”

Teaching effective ways to utilize mangrove forest ecosystems and associated coral reefs and seagrass beds, the MAP “Toolkit” of alternative, sustainable development options is a user-friendly instrument to aid in non-formal education programs and add value to natural resources. Some toolkit options include: oyster cultivation, bamboo construction and furniture making, fuel-efficient cookstoves, improved fish smokehouse design, non-timber forest products (NTFP), silvofisheries and small-scale fish culture.

· Mangrove Restoration

Working alongside mangrove ecologists, local NGOs, and communities in restoration projects, MAP promotes the ‘ecological–hydrological’ restoration method, an economical and efficient six step approach to mangrove restoration that follows basic natural processes. This well-considered model directly engages local community participation and has proven extremely successful. Reaching far beyond mere planting of individual seedlings, it greatly increases the overall success rate for naturally restoring large areas of degraded mangrove forests. MAP also sponsors a volunteer reforestation program to help in these restoration efforts, while raising awareness among participants about the importance of mangrove forests.  MAP has co-organized four Ecological Mangrove Restoration training workshops in India and Sri Lanka for NGOs, private individuals, government officials, and community leaders.
· MAP Children’s Art Calendar 

This colorful calendar has increased in popularity since its first publication in 2000. Primary school children from tropical and sub-tropical nations are invited to participate in MAP’s international annual contest, and selected winners are published in the calendar, which is distributed worldwide to raise awareness of mangrove forest ecology. This creative contest aims to promote appreciation and awareness of mangrove forests, and to encourage and listen to creative voices of children living near the mangrove areas. 

· Eco-study tours

Tours to Ecuador, Thailand, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, and Mexico have raised participants’ awareness of local people’s dependence on tropical coastal resources. MAP coordinates lectures regarding the destruction of and conflicts involving coastal resources, in addition to leading, with members of the local community, mangrove planting efforts in degraded sites. Volunteers have the rare opportunity to learn about the ways of life of traditional fishing communities and their struggles to conserve their resources, while local traditional people have the opportunity to learn from the foreign visitors.

· Awards

MAP has been recognized worldwide as a respected leader in the important work that it does. It has been twice nominated (1998 and 2000) for the prestigious RAMSAR Award for outstanding work in wetlands conservation.

Please check out the Mangrove Action Project's new web site: www.mangroveactionproject.org
This site is an excellent resource with many informative articles. 

Thank you in advance for your generous support for the Mangrove Action Project. We look forward to hearing from you soon!  

For the Mangroves,
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Alfredo Quarto,

Executive Director

Mangrove Action Project

Donate to Mangrove Action Project via mail today!
A membership in MAP will bring you our biweekly, electronic newsletter, MAP News, as well as our action alerts and news updates. Also, your donation will help support MAP's global network and those important restoration and conservation projects MAP supports.  Your donation of $35 or more entitles you to a free calendar (while supplies last).

Member details
First Name       Last Name     
Organization     
Address       City      
State/Province     Country     Zip/Postal Code     
Phone      Email      
Membership category (please check one)
$15        FORMCHECKBOX 
Student/Low income

$35        FORMCHECKBOX 
Individual

$50        FORMCHECKBOX 
Family

$100      FORMCHECKBOX 
Organization

$250      FORMCHECKBOX 

Or I wish to donate $      
Please mail the form and your check or money order to:

Mangrove Action Project

P.O. Box 1854,

Port Angeles,

WA 98362-0279

USA

If you would prefer to pay by credit card, please visit our website
www.mangroveactionproject.org/get-involved/join/join
Thank you for your support of Mangrove Action Project
Your financial support will be directly applied to our ongoing efforts to provide real solutions that are eco-friendly, socially equitable, and economically sound.
Tax Deduction Information

The total of all your yearly donations (including your membership) is tax-deductible except for the value of any periodicals and the value of any thank-you gifts you receive.

Mission Statement


“Partnering with mangrove forest communities, grassroots NGOs, researchers, and local governments to conserve and restore mangrove forests and related coastal ecosystems, while promoting community-based sustainable management of coastal resource”
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"Partnering with mangrove forest communities, grassroots NGOs, researchers and local governments to conserve


and restore mangrove forests and related coastal ecosystems, while promoting community-based,


sustainable management of coastal resources."











MAP Programs and Accomplishments 



































Please become a subscribing member of MAP and help support this important cause! 


Annual membership is:	 $35 for individuals,	$15 for students and low income,


 $35 for families, 	$100 for organizations


 To become a member please fill out the attached form and send your donation to us by mail.


Or use your credit card to join online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.mangroveactionproject.org/get-involved/join/join" ��www.mangroveactionproject.org/get-involved/join/join�
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